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They spend all year screeching and 
shooing us away, then think it’s OK 

to mock us like this!

Wish we did have 
webs this big! 

That’d show ‘em. 
Heh heh!



LOCAL INFORMATION
CLAYPOLE
Priest in Charge: Jon Speirs-Davies email: jon.sd@lincoln.anglican.org
Mobile: 07766 486452
Churchwardens:John Padley, 9 The Cottage, School Lane, 01636 626510
Bridget Rosewell 2 Main Street Claypole 07836 215181
Parish Council Clerk: vacancy info needed
Parish Council website: http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/claypole;
www.facebook.com/claypoleparishcouncil; www.facebook.com/claypoleleisurepark
Claypole C of E School: 01636 626268 www.claypoleprimary.org
Claypole Brownies- Please register at girlguiding.org.uk/joinus or contact Sarah
on 07765 791882 for further details
School Hall- contact Claypole School 01636 626268
Claypole Village Hall bookings:www.claypolevillagehall.org/onlinebooking
DRY DODDINGTON Churchwarden: Dick Loynes 07899 787057
richardloynes@btinternet.com
Parish Council Clerk:https://westborough-dry-doddington.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
email: clerk.west.drydodd.pc@gmail.com
Village Hall bookings: Brian Beddows 07552 757242
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: Mike Hine, Hazelwood, Manor House
Lane. 01400 282690 email- mikehine38@hotmail.com
STUBTON Churchwarden: Mike Libby tel - 01636 626028 mglibbyl4@gmail.com
Parish Council Clerk: stubtonclerk@gmail.com
Village Hall bookings: stubtonvh@gmail.com
WESTBOROUGH
Churchwardens: John Lawrence, Sandalwood. Town Street 01400 281850
Mavis Arnold, Holmes Farm, Long Bennington NG23 5EB 01400 281282
Village Hall Bookings: Jane Ford 01400 281206 jane.h.ford1@gmail.com
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: vacancy
FENTON
Parish Meeting Website www.fentonvillage.com. chair.fentonvillage@gmail.com
Chairman Parish Meeting
Clerk: Graham Doney, clerk.fentonvillage@gmail.com
Churchwarden: Libby Mason, Corner Cottage, Main Street, Fenton 

01636 627178
DOCTORS: LONG BENNINGTON SURGERY 01400 281220
CAYTHORPE -SURGERY 014OO 272215

L.l.V.E.S. Coordinator Linda Kingston 01400 272740 lfkingston@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer - David Harvey david.l.harvey@ btinternet.com

LOCAL POLICE: PC Mark Barr 07973 845128.
If you ring 999 state "Lincolnshire Police" or your NG postcode will get the
Nottingham force and delay any response!



Letter from your Editor 

Hello!

Info for NOVEMBER EDITION 
By 16th OCTOBER  please  

The Ings, Town Street, Westborough NG23 5HJ 
01400 281206     email jane.h.ford1@gmail.com

Best wishes,     Jane

You might have gathered from the cartoon that I am in the minority that likes 
spiders.  They have the one great virtue - they eat flies - which are filthy little 
things that crap on your food while eating it! 

Recently on QI they showed film of a spider called a “sparklemuffin”.  It is 
teeny tiny but has an abdomen with iridescent colours and patterns.  There’s 
a whole range of these little critters that wave their bottoms around to attract 
mates.  Do Google them if you can - amazing!  And just a day or so ago, the 
BBC featured these spiders on their news website so check under their 
Nature section.  Fascinating!  Heading is “Dark DNA - may explain dancing 
spiders’ extraordinary diversity”. 

Another of my strange interests is fungi.  Now is the season for so many of 
them to show their fruiting bodies and scatter their spores.  It is staggering 
that it is only comparatively recently that fungi were identified as a Kingdom 
of their own, given that all plants, trees etc rely on a fungus of some sort to 
convey minerals to their roots for absorption.  They will have to re-write that 
old quiz programme to “Animal, vegetable, mineral, fungi”! 

Reminds me of that chump who asked a fungi expert whether his strange 
fungus could be eaten.  The reply:  “All fungi can be eaten, but some of them 
only once…”. I persist in finding that very funny! 

So ignore the fungi and we can indulge in creating all sorts of food from 
autumn’s plenty.  It has been a very good year for fruit of all sorts.  I have 
loads of apples and pears and particularly a lot of plums.  Freezer and 
chutney recipes abound!  Have fun! 



Harvest always reminds me why I "go to church". 
I think I've mentioned before, a life rhythm that 
includes gathering with others to give thanks is a 
weekly privilege that fills my soul with the song of 
gratitude. Harvest is a reminder of thankfulness for – 
food on our tables, neighbours around us, and the 
millions of ways God is generous to us.

This year you and I have something a bit less colourful than pumpkins 
and apples to be thankful for: the repairs to the wall in one of our church 
buildings in Long Bennington! Not glamorous, but vital. It means this 
useful and vital community building will still be here, safe and 
welcoming, for generations to come.

In 2 Timothy, Paul says: “Guard the good treasure entrusted to you.” 
That’s our task too. The “treasure” is the gospel we share, but it’s also 
this building – a place that has held prayer, song and community life for 
centuries.

And, again, a reminder: this church is yours. It doesn’t belong to the 
vicar, or a few on the PCC – it belongs to everyone. So please, treat it like 
your own. My mission is for everyone to feel completely relaxed in the 
church building, like it's a home from home.

This Harvest, let’s give thanks not only for food, but also for a church 
that still stands strong – a shared space, open to all, where we can 
belong together.

Revd. Jon Speirs-Davies

From the Vicarage



Events Calendar 2025
September

Tue 9 WI Herbalist and Presentation
Mon 15 10:30am-12:30: Co-op Community Cuppa Claypole
Sat 13 Macmillan Fundraisers at Dry Dod village hall all day and evening
Sat 13 Open House Claypole Village hall
Fri 19 Good Neighbours coffee morning Stubton village hall
Fri 19 Jonathan Foyle talk Long Bennington village hall 7.30
Fri 19 Stan and Ollie film at Claypole

October
Tue 14 WI “Animals in Uniform”
Thur 16 Harvest songs of Praise at Dry Dod church plus refreshments
Fri 17 Dry Doddington Harvest Supper
Fri 17 “Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire” film at Claypole
Sun 19 Good Neighbours lunch details TBA

November
Sat 8 Book Fair Claypole church
Tuwe 11 WI Christmas craft evening
Wed 19 Good Neighbours coffee morning Stubton village hall
Sat 29 Military Wives choirs at Claypole village hall

December
Sat 6 Christmas Wreath Workshop Clayple Village Hall
Sat 6/7 Christmas Tree festival in Dry Doddington church
Tue 9 WI Christmas party
Fri 19 Good Neighbours afternoon tea at Westborough details TBA

Send your event dates as soon as available
Let’s try to avoid clashes!

Collecting used stamps
I know we get comparatively few

nowadays but Bransby Horses Rescue
& Welfare can make thousands of

pounds from them!
Please pass stamps to Mavis Arnold or Jane Ford or any WI member

Events Calendar 2025 
October 
 Sat 4 Stubton Harvest supper 
 Tue 7 -  Pub Quiz Night, Stubton V Hall, 7pm (Teams of 6, cash prize) 
 Sun 12 - Harvest Festival Service, Church of St Martin, Stubton, 6:00pm 
 Tue 14 WI talk “Animals in Uniform” at Westborough 
 Tue 14 - Open Mike Night, Stubton Village Hall, 7:00pm 
 Thur 16 Harvest songs of Praise at Dry Dod church plus refreshments 
 Fri 17  Music quiz at Westborough 
 Fri 17 Dry Doddington Harvest Supper 
 Fri 17 “Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire” film at Claypole 
 Sun 19    Good Neighbours lunch details TBA 
 Thur 30  Dry Doddington coffee morning 
November 
 Tue 4 Pub Quiz Night, Stubton Village Hall, 7pm (Teams of 6, cash prize) 
 Sat 8   Toys, kids’ Games sale at Westborough - morning 
 Sat 8  Book Fair Claypole church - morning 
 Sat 8  Ted’s Vinyl quiz at Stubton - evening 
 Tue 11  WI Christmas craft evening 
 Tue 11 - Open Mike Night, Stubton Village Hall, 7:00pm 
 Wed 19 Good Neighbours coffee morning Stubton village hall 
 Thur 27  Dry Doddington coffee morning 
 Sat 29  Military Wives choirs at Claypole village hall 
December 
 Tue 2 Pub Quiz Night, Stubton Village Hall, 7pm (Teams of 6, cash prize)  
 Sat 6/7  Christmas Tree festival in Dry Doddington church 
 Sat 6 Christmas Wreath Workshop Clayple Village Hall 
 Tue 9  WI Christmas party 
 Tue 9 Open Mike Night, Stubton Village Hall, 7:00pm 
 Sat 13 Clayple OAP Christmas dinner 
 Fri 19 Good Neighbours afternoon tea at Westborough details TBA  
 Tue 23 Carols at St Martins, 6:00pm, mulled wine, mince pies after… 

Last Year Bransby Horses Rescue made £11,777  
from the sale of the used 

stamps collected!  
Collecting used stamps 

I know we get comparatively few 
nowadays but Bransby Horses Rescue 
& Welfare make thousands of pounds 

from them! 
Please pass stamps to Mavis Arnold or Jane Ford or any WI member







Dry Doddington Village Hall: 
Looking for hall Hire? 

Are you looking for the perfect venue for your celebration, event, activity or club? 
Whether you require a space to hold a regular activity, a private celebration, a wedding 
reception, or a team meeting/training venue away from the office. Dry Doddington Village Hall 
has availability to suit you and your needs.  
This hidden gem provides: 

• Competitive pricing (from as little as £10 per hour); 
• Free Wi-Fi throughout the building;  
• Free car parking; 
• Air conditioning to the main hall; 
• A fully fitted modern kitchen; 
• Main hall accommodates a maximum of 200 people; 
• Tables and chairs to seat up to 100 people; 
• A large versatile hall and smaller conference room; 
• Ladies, Gents and Disabled toilets; 
• Easy accessibility to and from the A1. 

Dry Doddington Village Hall is situated on the South side of the village in a beautiful setting. 
The building sits upon a green and overlooks spectacular views of the surrounding 
countryside. 

For further details why not check out the village hall website at 
www.drydoddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 

or arrange a viewing by contacting Brian on 07552 757242. 
The village hall is open as a community cafe the last Thursday of every month 10-12, so why 
not pop in for a cuppa too?

Dry Doddington 100 club winners 
this month are as follows:

1st Diane Turlukowsky
2nd Debbie Yates
3rd Elizabeth Kate

We still have a few numbers left if anyone would like to take part.

http://www.drydoddingtonvillagehall.co.uk


L J Dye Electrical Services
Over 25 years experience

All types of domestic, commercial
and agricultural work undertaken.

Call Leigh on Tel: 07910 645727

Opening hours Summer time Mon to Fri: 7am to 8pm Sat:7:30am to 8pm
Sun: 8am to 5pm



Dry Doddington  
Harvest Supper 
Friday October 17th 

in the village hall 
Bar Opens at 7pm


Food will be served at 7.30pm

Bar available No BYO please 

Tickets £10 
From Lynda Loynes 07790679936


Mike Hine 01400 282690

Numbers limited!  We sold out early last year  

so don’t delay if you want tickets!

St JAMES  CHURCH DRY DODDINGTON 
HARVEST SONGS OF PRAISE

THURSDAY 16th OCTOBER 7.00 PM
Everyone is welcome to join in our harvest “Songs of 
Praise” on Thursday evening 16th October. 

I need your help! 
Can you please let me know your favourite harvest hymns, so they can be 
included on the night. 

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you on the night. 
Dick Loynes. Email: richardloynes@btinternet.com

mailto:richardloynes@btinternet.com


Marrow Madness: Village Gardeners Battle for Giant Glory
It was standing-room only in the village hall last Friday as residents of Stubton and 
surrounding villages gathered for the annual Giant Marrow Growing Competition, a 
tradition that has run for 2 years now and shows no sign of shrinking - just like the 
marrows themselves. 
The air was thick with anticipation (and a faint whiff of manure) as competitors 
wheeled in their vegetable behemoths, each one larger, lumpier, and greener than 
the last. Measuring tapes were drawn, scales were calibrated, and an eager crowd 
pressed forward to glimpse what promised to be the biggest battle yet. 
This year’s champions were none other than Lindsay and Sarah Critchley whose 
marrow tipped the scales at just under a staggering 90 pounds - breaking both last 
year's record and, very nearly, the judging table. The Critchley’s attributed their 
success to “a lot of cow muck, daily pep talks, and keeping the slugs at bay.” 
Runner-up, Mike Libby, whose marrow was a mere 81.5 pounds, remained gracious 
in defeat. “It’s not about size,” he said with a smile. “It’s about community spirit. 
Though next year, I’ll try feeding mine with Guinness.” 
Attendees made several suggestions for next years challenge from “Guess the 
Girth” to marrow rolling races, community making of marrow chutney, marrow cake, 
and even a rather adventurous marrow wine and a competition to identify ‘the 
funniest thing to do with a giant marrow’ -  to name but a few. 
There were also some not so helpful suggestions ! 
Mike Libby, who presided over the weigh-in, declared: “From a tiny seed to a 90lb 
marrow - truly amazing - the Lord works in mysterious ways, but in and around 
Stubton, He clearly has a fondness for oversized vegetables.” 
As the evening wound down, villagers agreed the event was a resounding success. 
Whether competing, cheering, or simply having a drink with friends, everyone left 
with a smile - and in most cases, the offer of a significant amount of marrow. 
Next year’s competition promises to be even bigger and, if the mutterings of secret 
compost recipes are anything to go by, Stubton may soon need a bigger hall. 

Mike Libby

There’s lots 
going on in 

Stubton!


Check the 
calendar for 

dates of 

Pub Quizzes & 

Open Mic nights



Some good news!! 
Halloween is creeping closer and for your first fright - imagine a 

world where the ocean is in so much distress there's nothing we can do anymore! 
Too scary to think about.. However, there's still time! Luckily for us October also 
brings about Unblocktober - the first ever month dedicated to improving the health of 
not just our seas and oceans but also drains and sewers! 
Unfortunately sometimes it's the things we do absentmindedly that cause the most 
damage. For example, millions of us so innocently pour our coffee granules and food 
scraps down the sink without truly knowing how bad this is for the environment. What 
seems so unimportant to us actually blocks sewers and ends up polluting our waters.  
So, how can we get involved this Unblocktober? All we need to do is educate 
ourselves on what, under no circumstances, should be poured down into our sinks 
and make the change for the better! Alongside our previously mentioned coffee 
granules and food scraps, it is also important that we do not use sinks to dispose of 
oil, butter and wet wipes! It really is the small changes that cause the biggest impact 
for our environment! Just think of how much we could achieve if every person on the 
planet made one more positive change!  
So before we all get scared from the decorations we are bound to see so soon - I 
would like to share an environmental  win from September! The Global Ocean Treaty 
Bill has now been passed! This means that the creation of the largest network of 
marine sanctuaries could be created by 2030 - protecting more than a third of our 
ocean from harmful activities like industrial fishing, which has put many species at 
risk of extinction! Hooray for improvement!  	         -Elizabeth

News from Claypole & District 
Women’s Institute

In September we heard about“Healing Trees” from Hannah, the District Herbalist.  Many of 
us have old family recipes from elderberries and the like and it was fascinating to remember 
how our grandparents and forebears managed.  Trustee Louise Read of Lincs South 
Federation presented us with a certificate celebrating 60 years as a WI. 
Tuesday October 14th at Westborough, we will find out about “Animals in Uniform” with 
Kenneth Moore. Featuring various strange brave and furry creatures -e.g. a bear, a donkey!  
Tuesday November 11th, we have our craft evening. Please bring Glue stick or PVA glue, 
scissors, small Christmas bits like ribbon, fake holly - lthough this is not necessary and only 
small ones.  Julie will have the rest of what is needed. 
We have agreed to support the Women’s Refuge all year round, not just at Christmas. 
Having met one of the staff in person, at a craft get-together recently, we are now clearer 
about what is required all year round.  Kathleen takes supplies usually around once a month.  
Please let Kathleen know of any donations you have. 
Painting, Art & Craft mornings between the hours of 9.00-12.00 with Jane at Westborough 
Village Hall on the first Friday of every month: 
Contact President  Jane Ford  on 01400 281206  
	 Secretary Kathleen Thomas 01636 626860

The Green Page



Good Neighbours 
All are welcome, please come and join us 

Coffee mornings are open to all, so please do come along and see how 
enjoyable they are. 

Friday 19th September, this month, we are at Stubton Village Hall. The time as usual 
would be 10.30 to 12.00 and there will be tea/coffee and cake. The cost will be just £2 
per person, and everyone is welcome. 
Sunday 19th October, lunch as prearranged if not sure contact Linda. 
Wednesday 19th November, this month we are at Stubton Village Hall.  The time as 
usual would be 10.30 to 12.00 and there will be tea/coffee and cake. The cost will be just 
£2 per person, and everyone is welcome. 
Friday 19th December at Westborough Village Hall Christmas afternoonn tea.  
Arrangements still to be made. 
If you need to contact me our email is lindaandderek1@sky.com or contact me by phone 
on 07456 475964, you can leave your name and number, and I will get back to you. 
If you have any ideas as to what you would like to do at Good Neighbours please let 
me know.	 	 	 	 Kind regards Linda and Derek Drury 

You said, We did 
Following feedback from our patients we have installed a new larger TV 
screen which alerts patients through to their appointments. The screen 
turns yellow, a doorbell sounds, the patients name is displayed indicating 
which clinician they are visiting and the room number to go to. 

Dispensary – Prescription collections 
Can we please ask that you wait for your prescription ready message from the Dispensary 
team before coming to collect your prescription. 

Patient Participation Group looking for new members 
Our Patient Participation Group are currently working on the next edition of their Patient 
Focus newsletter – This will be available on our website when published. 
Our Patient Participation Group are actively looking to recruit new volunteers. If you are 
available for 1 hour at 9.30am on the 3rd Wednesday of each month and are keen to support 
us, please do get in touch with the Medical Centre and ask to speak to Chantelle. 

Well-Being Walks 
Why not come along to our FREE wellbeing walk held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 
starting at the Medical Centre at 10.45am.  The next local walk is scheduled for Wednesday 
17th September 2025, we hope to see you there!

Dispensary  
More than £15.2 million worth of medicine is wasted every year in Lincolnshire. 
Please help to reduce this for the forthcoming year by only ordering what 
Medication you need. 

Learning Disability Friendly Practice Accreditation 
We are pleased to share with you that we have gained the Gold Award for being a 
Learning Disability Friendly Practice. Only the second practice in Lincolnshire to 
achieve this award. 

Save the Date 
We are planning our annual Flu Clinic date for Saturday 18th October 2025. You will 
be sent a message if you are eligible, please watch out for your message. 

Well-Being Walks 
Our Wellbeing walks take place every 3rd Wednesday of the month. All welcome to 
attend. There is also an away walk scheduled for Wednesday 8th October 2025, 
please meet on Main Street Claypole by the bus stop for 10:45am departure.

mailto:lindaandderek1@sky.com


Farmyard tails
The rain which we had after I had written my last article saved the grass from dying 
off completely. It allowed us to apply fertiliser on the mowing fields which will 
hopefully ensure some sort of second cut in September fingers crossed.
However, the 3rd and 4th heatwaves finished off the grazing grass pretty much and 
so all the cattle have access to this year’s fodder by way of ring feeders and/or hay 
racks. How many bales we get from the 2nd cut will then determine if we need to 
buy some in to last us over the winter.
The arable farmers have had an horrendous year so far. The wheat yields are low 
and the straw produced from that crop is also now in very short supply. This will 
inevitably push prices up for wheat related products and straw for this winters 
animal bedding.
It’s been a tough summer for anyone growing anything to be honest be it arable, 
livestock feed or horticultural.
The heat also has an effect on the bulls activity and therefore some of the cows 
may miss a season and be later to conceive. This will mean they calve later in the 
year and will result in the calf missing out on the lush summer grass which as I have 
mentioned before is like rocket fuel to a growing calf. It also means that the calf will 
need to spend the winter with its Dam as we do not wean them any earlier than 8 
months as a rule. They will both have to be in a separate pen as all the cows will be 
in and a young calf may get pushed about in the confines of a barn.
Carol calved on exactly July 22nd as predicted which is a first for my record 
keeping.
A lovely heifer calf which we named Connie. Her pedigree name is Magaidh Ruadh 
8th of Oakwood.
Magaidh-Precious, Ruadh- Red, 8th- the 8th female in that breeding line and 
Oakwood if the prefix given to all of our calves.
Here’s hoping Autumn is how it should be weather wise.
See you soon, 
Tracey

8th November

In addition to books, CD's, DVD's, Jigsaws, Tombola and 
refreshments we have decided to have  
a 'Christmas Stall'.  So I am appealing for anything 
Christmas related, books, CD's etc., perhaps Christmas 
jumpers, decorations, fairy lights, anything at all.   
         Also any items for the tombola.

If anyone would like to help, please contact me.

Gillian Padley 07804 811069. 01636 626510




Second Hand September 
Did you know that there is already enough clothes on Earth to clothe our 
entire population - and it's even estimated that it could continue to clothe 
more generations to come? This is due to the vast production of clothing 
which stems from fast fashion, with clothing companies trying to keep up with 
the new trends as they arrive. These clothing trends usually last around a 
month before those said items get thrown out - usually into landfill.  
Consumption is a massive part of our lives, with brands advertising new 
products left, right and centre. It's impossible to avoid, meaning we quite 
often find ourselves spending money on items we think we need but never 
find ourselves using for very long. However, everyday we get the opportunity 
to make changes in our lives - changes that can truly benefit the environment 
and make our lives more sustainable.  
Choosing to live more sustainably may seem difficult at first but once you 
start making those changes in your day to day lives, it becomes easier to 
recognise your own behaviour and habits - which then makes it easier to 
avoid overconsumption.  
This September brings about “Second Hand September” - launched by 
Oxfam as a way of encouragement - a push in the right direction when it 
comes down to battling the amount of clothing that is sent to landfill. Second 
Hand September is all about exploring charity shops - buying preloved 
clothing instead of brand new items. Don’t forget that you can ask people in 
store when they receive their donated items in order to get the first look!  
There are so many clothes out there waiting to be loved again. So why not 
support the planet this September and take a look yourselves? Save the 
world and look good doing it! 

Elizabeth

The Green Page

Dry Doddington 100 club winners:
July winners August winners
1st Charlotte Warren 1st Julian Lloyd 
2nd Sue and Micheal 2nd Mike Hine
3rd Mark Street-Docherty 3rd Trevor Richmond

Stubton Village Hall presents 

Ted’s Vinyl Intro’s Quiz – The Hits ……  
………and more 

in aid of St Martin’s Church, Stubton 

	 	 	 Saturday 8th November 
Teams of up to six 

Quiz £6.50 per head 
Optional Fish & Chip supper £11.50 per head 

Supper at 7.00 and quiz from 7.45 

Please confirm attendance to stubtonvh@gmail.com

mailto:stubtonvh@gmail.com




Kathleen’s Kitchen 
Variations on a theme 
How about changing the potato toppings on cottage pies & fish pies etc?  
Try making Bolognaise into pie, instead of serving it with pasta?   
All weights & measures are approximate & to cover a medium sized oven/pie dish 
Cauliflower Topping 
10oz/300g cauliflower, 1-2oz/40g of coarsely grated any hard cheese  
3 tbsp of breadcrumbs 
Salt & pepper, Olive Oil to drizzle 
Roughly chop cauliflower & blitz briefly (don't overdo it, you need it to be crumbly not 
mush).  Combine with the cheese, breadcrumbs & season.  Once you have your pie 
is assembled with your sauce over it, then cover with the Topping (don't press it 
down hard) & drizzle the oil over the top.  Cook at your usual temperature for 20 to 
30 mins & be careful not to burn. 
Oat topping 
10oz/300g of rolled oats, 
5-6oz/155g cheese (cheddar - strength to suit you), grated 
half a tsp salt,  
2-3oz/60g of butter or fat to suit,  
quarter of a pint/135ml water   
Put the oats, salt & 4oz/85g of the cheese into a bowl & stir to distribute the cheese.  
Add the fat & water to a pan.  Gently heat the water until the fat has melted.  
Pour the liquid into the dry mixture & stir well & bring together to form a dough.  
This can be cut into oatcakes to cover, or use it like a pastry & roll it to cover your 
dish. Once your pie is covered, sprinkle remaining cheese over the top.  Cook your 
pie at the usual temperature & keep an eye on it to stop it burning. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Kathleen Thomas

Good Neighbours 
All are welcome, please come and join us 

Coffee mornings are open to all, so please do come along and see how 
enjoyable they are. 

Sunday 19th October, lunch as prearranged if not sure contact Linda. 
Wednesday 19th November, this month we are at Stubton Village Hall.  The time as 
usual would be 10.30 to 12.00 and there will be tea/coffee and cake. The cost will be just 
£2 per person, and everyone is welcome. 
Friday 19th December at Westborough Village Hall Christmas afternoonn tea.  
Arrangements still to be made. 
If you need to contact me our email is lindaandderek1@sky.com or contact me by phone 
on 07456 475964, you can leave your name and number, and I will get back to you. 
If you have any ideas as to what you would like to do at Good Neighbours please let 
me know.	 	 	 	 Kind regards Linda and Derek Drury 

mailto:lindaandderek1@sky.com


Farmyard Tails 
At the time of writing this, autumn has definitely arrived with plenty of welcome 
rain.  Some of the cows are still eating this years haylage but the grass has started 
to grow and a bale is lasting much longer. It has however, left our supplies short 
for this winter. We have managed to buy some hay from a local farmer and it is 
lovely stuff. It will be nice having some hay in store as the younger calves and 
lambs struggle a little bit to eat haylage. They find it a little bit chewy.
The Melton breeding Ram sale looms and our ram Sidney is looking forward to 
retirement. We use a Charollais ram on our North country mule ewes as it gives 
the lamb a nice slender head. This is important when it comes to lambing as they 
then need little if any assistance to birth them.
Sidney will keep the new ram company until it is time to go to work. When two 
males are put together they fight, they do this by both reversing away from each 
other then charge at full speed with their heads down. The impending ‘thud’ as 
their heads meet is not very nice. If you have a bigger and stronger ram they can 
actually kill the smaller one. To stop this we put them in a small pen for a few days 
so they don’t have too much space to back up. They will still have a go but usually 
nothing too serious. Once they’ve settled down they will get a bigger pen to live in 
until needed.
Life on a farm always goes full circle and once again our thoughts turn to scanning 
the (hopefully) pregnant cows, getting the ewes ready for breeding and weaning 
this years calves and lambs. It remains to be seen if the very hot weather affected 
Ragnors performance which if it did, will result in later calving. This is why we 
need to scan them to get a rough idea who will calve and when. We always calve 
inside (unless we get caught out which does happen)we have pens set up with 
cameras on them so we can keep an eye on them all the time which makes life a 
whole lot easier. When they start to calve we discretely go into the shed incase 
assistance is needed.
The calves sold this year that were born last year have gone far and wide with two 
heading off to the Isle of Wight in a very posh lorry this morning. We tend to hang 
on to them over winter as not everyone has a barn and when they are young they 
grow much better if all their energy goes into growing rather than trying to keep 

warm outside.
The average age of a UK farmer is 59yrs old. 
35-40% of farmers in the UK are now 65yrs and 
older and only 2-3% of our farmers are under 
35yrs old.
British farming is facing a lot of uncertainty and 
very challenging times. As such I’d like you to 
consider buying British produce whenever you 
can.

Take care,
Tracey.



ESSENTIAL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial electrical services
Additional sockets, lighting, rewires etc.

Electrical Testing: EICR’s and PAT Testing
C & G qualified electrician. Transparent pricing

Tel. 07505 393 957

Contract Work or Just a Helping
Hand with the Gardening
For a FREE QUOTE call

G. W. King & Sons
Phone Ol636 626570

Field View, Doddington Lane
Claypole



Join us for an evening of festive music on Saturday 29  December in th

Claypole Village Hall
Main Street, Claypole NG23 5BA

CHRISTMAS CONCERT WITH 
CRANWELL 

MILITARY WIVES CHOIR

Doors open at 6:30pm, with the concert starting at 7pm. 
Enjoy a magical night filled with joyful carols and seasonal classics performed by our talented choir.

Tickets are £10 at the door, or get an early bird price of just £8!
Tickets will include a mulled wine/tea/coffee and a mince pie.

Scan the QR code for tickets 

Claypole OAP Christmas Party  
	 for 66 years old and over. 
 Saturday 13th December 2025. 
      Doors open at 12.00hrs. 
Three course Christmas dinner and entertainment 

To book a seat please contact Jo on either of the following: 
Email: jo@officeangelbookkeeping.co.uk 
Telephone: 07870603218
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Jane's Generic Chutney recipe (easy!) 
You can use up any glut of fruit or veg in this - just adjust to taste
Needs a huge pot/casserole with lid.

Appx 6lbs peeled and/or chopped courgette or marrow 
   (Or cooking apple or mixture of both)  
1 kilo bag sultanas or raisins 
3 large onions chopped (optional, you can soften these first in a little oil) 
1 bottle cider vinegar (750ml, I think) 
1lb Muscovado sugar - adjust to taste depending on how sweet apples are  
4 tsp salt - or as preferred 
Small amount of cooking oil

Spices: (this is what I use - experiment for yourself)  
3 heaped tablespoons ground cardamom 
3 heaped tablespoons ground ginger 
1 heaped tablespoon ground coriander 
1 heaped tablespoon ground turmeric  
2 heaped tablespoons ground cumin

Method:
Soften onions if doing so. Depends on how crisp/strong flavoured they are.  
Fry spices in oil till aromas released. 
Put everything in a huge pot and stir to mix.

Cooking
Put in oven at 150C for 4 hours appx, till all cooked through and flavours well 
blended. 
This long slow cooking means that the chutney can be eaten immediately - no waiting 
6 months to mature. 
The courgette juice will swell the sultanas and the mixture will end up a rich brown.

Pot up in screw top jars using e.g. jam pot covers to keep metal away from vinegar 
mixture. I think it keeps for a long time, but we keep eating ours...

Jane Ford

MACMILLAN FUND RAISER EVENT
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the above event in Dry 
Doddington. Special thanks to all who made cakes, donated items for the 
raffle and everyone who helped make it a huge success. THE GRAND 
TOTAL OF £1,263.04 was raised through everyone's generosity. Thank 
you all again.

Lorraine and Family Yates

mailto:jo@officeangelbookkeeping.co.uk
mailto:jo@officeangelbookkeeping.co.uk




E Gill & Sons
Funeral Directors

egillandsons.co.uk

E Gill & Sons are proud to have provided
care and advice to families in the Newark
and District area for over 100 years

Newark and District

01636 677461

24 Hour Personal Care
Prepaid Funeral Plans Available

E Gill & Sons
Funeral Directors

Level 4 Qualified Personal Trainer offering 1 to 1 training
sessions in a professional, private home gym in Claypole

If you would like help with health and fitness but prefer not to
go to a large gym then maybe I can help? Flexible appointments,

competitive rates, completely confidential.

Contact: secretsquirrelhealthandfitness@gmail.com
Call :Amanda 07787128080



Article from 
BBC  Good Food magazine 
August 2015

Eleanor is now a newly qualified primary 
school teacher, and Iona, now 18, has 
just started working as a baker in a 
popular Newark cafe.

From the filing cabinet….

In a recent filtering of the filing cabinet contents (in a vain attempt to declutter 
a bit) I came across several documents we’d kept that brought back happy 
memories.

Eleanor and Iona are the daughters of our dear friends Mark & Elaine Bedford  
from Claypole. We have babysat the girls since they were tiny and love them as 
grandchildren. 

I think we should look out for 
her on the Great British Bake 

Off in the future.

Another document was Good News dated January 2002 editor KT, and it 
focused on the special Christmas quiz in the Five Bells. 

The quiz was a hugely popular event every Wednesday evening  with the 
winning team setting the following weeks quiz.   There was a special Christmas 
Quiz in 2001 when everyone dressed up. 

Good News January 2002

The winning team “ The Christmas Crackers" were:

Robert Prabucki and his Fiancée Karen, Stuart Mason and his Fiancée Lee 
and Trevor Thomas and his wife Kathleen



Dear Robert, Karen, Stuart, Lee,
Trevor and Kathleen,
Not being a very accomplished poet,
I was so touched to receive your no(E)te,
With a sum of £600 in cash,
For Claypole, St. Peter's Church to stash.

We all are touched and ever so grateful,
For every donation, 'But such a plateful!!'
It will be used for only this village,
And not for Lincoln Diocese to pillage.

We have such trouble to make ends meet,
That your gift is such a welcome treat.
To be spent on every 'Odd and sod',
Which helps to further the work of God.

So congratulations from church council and I,
To use it wisely we will try,
So to Robert, Karen, Stuart and Lee,
Trevor and Kathleen too, I see.
With all of your financial backers,
Are truly, Claypole's 'Christmas Crackers.'

So from me, and all my churchy' crew,
Thanks to you all, and 'God Bless You!'

That donation prompted an
equally delightful response from
the much loved Rector Rev
George Munn.

£ 600 raised to date, this
includes the quiz money
raised from 2 quizzes since
Christmas

Rev George Munn Baptising
Iona Bedford

Thanks to Kathleen Thomas.
Robert Prabucki

Winners Announcement
The winners of the Five Bells Christmas Quiz
Altogether found themselves in a bit of a tizz,
The "Christmas Crackers" was the team name
They did not enter to gain any fame,
Their true purpose was to have some fun
And this was achieved when the quiz had begun.

Much to the team's surprise and delight
They could award the winnings of the night,
To a charity that they knew would benefit
From the money raised if only by a little bit,
They knew it would help St Peters of Claypole
For the benefit of the villagers one and all.



Shine Hairdressers & Enchanted Beauty
We are open Monday to Saturday.

Monday by appointment only.
To arrange an appointment

with Emmy, Adam, Katie or Emma
Telephone:- 01636 626778

Main Street, Claypole, Newark NG23 5BA

Littlegates for Littlepeople Children’s
Nursery and Kids Club

Purpose built nursery in rural location
Offering quality care for children aged 3 months to ll years.

Fully qualified staff
Open Monday to Friday 7.30am-5.30pm
BEF ORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

School holidays and non -contact days also catered for.
Open for 50 weeks a year.

Funding from 9 months 15/30 hours standard & stretched offers available
01636 626067

littlegatesforlittlepeople@googlemail.com

ADVERTISING - IN THE PARISH MAG

Full page colour £50
Full page b/w £38

Half page colour £31

Half page b/w £21
Quarter page colour £16
Quarter page b/w £12.50

Eighth page colour £11



HELP KEEP ST PETER’S AT THE HEART OF OUR VILLAGE 

JOIN CLAYPOLE’S 
 

LOTTERY 
 

 
St Peter’s in Claypole is more than just a church, it is a vital community hub 
and resource. It is also our village’s only Grade 1 listed building and is a large 
part of our village’s history. All proceeds from this lottery will support both 

the fabric of the building and the community of St Peter’s Church and help to 
keep the heart of our village thriving for another 1000 years! 

£15 PER QUARTER. QUARTERLY CASH PRIZES.  
 

 
SCAN TO SIGN UP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION 

OR CONTACT STEVE EVERSON ON claypolepcctreasurer@gmail.com 

GET INVOLVED & SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE CHURCH. 

1 0 0 C L U B 
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September Draw Results
1st Diane Harrison, 2nd Katie Hinder, 3rd Paul Jackson
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but when we arrived - Anderby Creek actually- so did the Coastguard, 
RNLI lifeboats, helicopters and fixed wing aircraft. An extensive search 
went on into the early hours of the next morning for a teenager lost at sea. 

It was surreal. The children played along with other holiday makers, whilst 
up in the sky and far out to sea we could see the frantic search going on. I 
wondered how many adults, like me, were silently praying for the lost 
child. We were all trying to give the emergency services space.

The boy who had drowned was called George; a 13year old belonging to 
a family out for a fun day at the seaside. Nearly £10,000 has been raised 
for the family since this tragedy. Just one of a number this year.

Between 24th October – 2nd November the PTA Scarecrow theme is 
called “Heroes and Villains”. My heroes this year are all those amazing 
volunteers and service people who worked so hard to look for George. 

My scarecrow this year will be wearing a wetsuit and a life jacket – just a 
way of saying Thank You to the voluntary heroes who help us when we 
are in trouble.

Linda Tucker

“Didn’t We Have a Lovely Time the 
Day we went to Skeggy”…

   beautiful day we had lunch on the way….



Lest we Forget

A Service of Remembrance
Sunday 19th November

10.30 
St Peter Claypole



HARVEST FESTIVAL

St. Peter's Claypole
Sunday 19th October 

at 4pm, 
Songs of Praise 

Followed by shared 
drinks and nibbles

Everyone is Welcome



Church Service Schedule for October

Please contact Tony for the Zoom link -
tonytucker57@gmail.com  07939897118

Join a Local Church Service on Zoom
Compline each Thursday at 7.15pm. 

Sunday 5th 
10:00 AM Communion Allington
10:30 AM Communion Claypole
10:30 AM Morning Worship Long Bennington

Sunday 12th 
10:30 AM Communion  Long Bennington
  6:00 PM   Harvest Festival Stubton

Sunday 19th 
10:30 AM Morning Worship 

  4.00 PM      Harvest Praise Claypole

Long Bennington
  3:00 PM  Communion Foston

Sunday 26th 
10:30 AM Harvest Thanksgiving    Long Bennington

Course Code Q00010606

Type to enter textClaypole Brownies- Spaces
available immediately for girls aged 7-10. Please
register your daughter's details at

The Teddy Parachute day
at St Peter's

raised £117.60
Huge thank you to everyone who supported the event!

Cuddly Bear Enterprise:
CBE should be awarded to Padley family. 
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